
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been a very busy and productive term with many opportunities to celebrate the 

achievements of the children. Much of their success is down to the time and effort that 

you put in with them at home. Please keep it up - little but often is best.  Congratulations 

to the children for their hard work this term. 
 

It was a pleasure to welcome the Mayor of Havering and many past staff governors and 

friends to share in our Nativity celebrations.  Thank you for your support in helping the 

children to learn their words and prepare so thoroughly. Each of the celebrations was very 

special.  
 

Thank you very much, from all staff, for your lovely Christmas cards and gifts 
 

Our FUN DAY raised £946.80. Well done Year 6!  What a morning it was, so many great 

ideas for games and stalls.  The FUN DAY money is already being used to ensure that 

needy families and elderly people living in Canning Town are able to celebrate Christmas 

this year.  Thank you for your generosity. Children also raised money for Crisis by making 

baubles for our Christmas tree. This money will support four homeless people over the 

Christmas season.  
 

Thank you again for your generosity at our Christmas Bazaar. A special thank you to Mrs 

Harris and the Bazaar Committee for all the time they put into the planning, preparation 

and execution of the bazaar.  Also, to those who helped on the Friday afternoon and     

before, during and after the bazaar on the Saturday.  It was a real community event.  
 

This week, some of our pupils sang carols in Romford in recognition of our success in the 

Liberty’s Christmas bauble competition.  Several members of the public stopped to      

compliment the children on their singing.  
 

Mrs Walters leaves St Joseph’s today after a very long association of twenty nine years 

with the school. We wish her well in the future. Whilst we 

shall miss her very much on a daily basis, we hope that she 

will maintain close links with the school.  
 

Wishing you a blessed and joyful Christmas, 
 

B.A. Matthews 
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Dates for your Diary 

 Monday 7th January—

Spring Term begins  

 Wednesday 30th January –

Choir to Young Voices  at 

the O2    

The community of St Joseph’s School follows the 

example of Christ, accepting and respecting  

everyone, as we learn and grow together,         

safe in His love. 

JOY 

Jesus  

Others 

Yourself 

Monday Morning Mass in 

the Church 9:15am 

Monday 7th January  

Year 6 

Monday 14th January 

Year 5 

Monday 21st January  

Year 3 

Monday 28th January  

Year 2 

 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

Christmas Eve:  
6.00pm Family Mass* 

8.00pm Carols                              
8.30pm Mass   

 
Christmas Day:  
10.00am Mass  

 
St Stephen’s Day: 

10.00am Mass  
 

*Children are invited to attend 

the family mass at 6pm on 

Christmas Eve dressed in       

nativity related costume.  
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St Paul's Cathedral  
On Friday 9th November 2018, seven students from each class in Years 5 
and 6 had the privilege of being ambassadors for St Joseph's school. We 
went to St Paul's Cathedral for an INSPIRE PEACE event that was all 
about Remembrance Day. 

Entering the building, we were mesmerised by the building before us. 
There were nearly 2000 children assembled from schools all over       
London. We realised that the Cathedral was one the scenes from       
Paddington 2. Just looking around gave us a happy feeling. 

When the Mass started, the music was so loud that it created an echo 
around the room. We listened to lots of lovely readings during the ceremony. It was really touching and sent out a 
strong message to us about why we should thank all those who fought for us one hundred years ago in World    
War 1.                                                               

In preparation for the event we wrote our own ‘Prayers for Peace’. During the service these were dropped from 
the whispering gallery into the main building. This was a powerful, emotive symbol of peace and served as a        
reminder to us about being peace makers ourselves. 

When we arrived back at St Joseph’s, we went straight to our classes with huge smiles on our faces. 

Written by St Joseph’s Children  

 Liberty Bauble Competition 

Congratulations to Isabel in 6I who was a  finalist in the Liberty 
Christmas Bauble  competition. Her Father Christmas design 
caught the eye of judges and as a result of becoming a finalist, 

she was  invited to go to 
the   Liberty shopping       
centre, Romford, where 
her bauble was placed 
onto the tree as her class 
sang Christmas songs.  

Well done, Isabel on this 
fantastic achievement.  

Special commendations 
were also given to Erin 
and Callum, Year 6  for 
their clever and creative 
designs.  

Congratulations to all. 

Poetry and Poppies Workshop 

To mark the centenary of the end of the First World 
War, a theatre company, West End in Schools,  visited 
the children.  

Each class  participated in a workshop over two days 
which focused on different aspects of the war. Each 
day ended in a performance where each class were 
able to share what they had done in their session. The 
workshops were thought-provoking and provided the 
children with a greater understanding of what it was 
like during World War 1 for people on the frontline 
and back at home in Britain.  



 

R.E. 

The children attend the 

parish mass every     

Monday morning. This 

happens on a year group  

rotational basis. The   

children   really enjoy the 

opportunity to share this  

special, quiet morning 

time with the parish and 

it is l   lovely to have 

weekly representation 

from the school.  

We are, as always, very 

grateful to Fr. John for 

his support and we are 

grateful to the parish for 

their warm welcome.  

2019 Nativity CDs 

Photographic CDs for 

sale at £3.00 each.   

Please order via 

ParentPay.   

All profits go to the 

School 

Thank You  

Governors and Mrs 

Matthews would like to 

take this  opportunity 

to thank all the families 

who have made a    

donation to the School 

Levy for 2018/2019  

Your support is very 

much  appreciated in 

these difficult financial 

times for schools.   

If you haven’t already 

made a donation and 

are now able to do so 

you still can via Parent 

Pay.   

Year 6 Fun Day 

On Friday 14th December, Year 6 
held their annual Fun Day 
event.  The whole school was 
invited to wear home clothes or a 
Christmas jumper, and invited to 
the Fair. 

Much fun was had, as each class 
visited exciting stalls, played 
games, bought books and toys. 
The raffle was very popular and 
we had many lucky winners. 

Overall, £946.80 was raised. The 
money was used to      purchase 
food vouchers for    Canning 
Town and Custom House.  It 
means many families will now be 
able to have a happy Christmas. A 
huge congratulations to Year 6 
for all their hard work before and 
on the day and many thanks to all 
the families who contributed  
towards this event. 

KS1 had a visit from Wild 
Science at the beginning 
of November.   
They met a variety of    
animals and had the 
chance to stroke or      
handle many of them.   
Some children high fived a tarantula!   

Christmas Carols with the Choir  

The choir sang carols and chatted to residents 
and staff at Meadowbanks and Ladyville Lodge 
care homes.  

The children sang beautifully and enjoyed 
finding out about how the residents spent 
Christmas when they were children. They 
brought a lot of Christmas joy to the  ladies 
and gentlemen, who commented on what a 
credit the choir were to St Joseph’s. 

 

 

 

 

During the holidays please spare a thought for those less fortunate. 
School holidays are always hard for families who rely on free school 
meals to ensure their children have a good meal each day. Most   
supermarkets have a collection point for donations and some online 
retailers also give customers an opportunity to make a donation. 
haroldhill.foodbank.org.uk donate food - gives a list of urgently 
needed items and make collections from Waitrose in Upminster. 
Thank you. 

Christmas Tree Festival 

In early December, Year 4 took part in the Christmas Tree Festival at 

Upminster Methodist Church.  The theme for the trees this year was 

‘On the Box’ so their tree was called ‘Strictly St Joseph’s’.  Both     

classes decorated disco baubles with plenty of glitter and feathers, in 

true ‘Strictly’ style!  On Monday 3rd December, 4B and 4DS spent the 

afternoon singing carols and   Christmas songs at the   Methodist 

church surrounded by the beautiful Christmas trees.                               

It was an enjoyable and festive afternoon 

for all! 

Thank You 

A big thank you to all of our 

PFA members and volunteers 

who regularly help in school.   
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Christmas Nativities 2019 
 

Once again teachers and staff worked tirelessly to put on nativity performances for        
parents, carers, staff and special guests. 

 
    Well done to all the children who took part. 
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