JULY NEWSLETTER
St Joseph’s is a joyful community which

Dates For Your Diary

follows the example of Jesus, helping, accepting
and respecting everyone, as we learn and grow

Wed 4th September

together, safe in His love.

School Closed –Staff Training

Thurs 5th September

Dear Parents,

Autumn Term Begins

Another exceptionally busy half-term during which we have held Science Week, Sports Week, Art
Week and International Week. We have had a variety of school visits including the Year 6
residential in Shropshire and Year 5’s visit to Stubbers. We have also hosted several workshops in
school. Pupils have represented the school in a huge variety of events, from maths competitions to
sporting events to the Rotary Quiz.
Our Enterprise challenges are based on the Parable of the Talents. Each class receives £50 and is
expected to use this sum, along with their skills and talents, to invest and make more money. Many
congratulations to the year groups for their great efforts. £6 190 has been raised for school
resources.
Our Summer Festival on Saturday was a great success and there was a great atmosphere. Thank
you very much to members of the PFA who worked so hard to make it a success. Also, to parents
and friends who contributed in any way. A special thank you to Michelle Harris and her team for
her commitment to the role of Chair of the PFA and for all her hard work leading up to and during
the Fayre. Yesterday, we received a cheque for £10,000 from the PFA and will inform you of how
this will be spent.
The Summer concert was wonderful and highlighted the skills of so many of our children who play
musical instruments or sing. Great entertainment and enjoyed by all! And then, we had the leavers’
assembly on Friday morning. All the children excelled and it was lovely to see their personalities as
they performed in their groups. We thank Year 6 for all that they have done for St Joseph’s and we
wish them every joy and success for the future.
We are saying goodbye to several staff this year and wish them well in the future. Mrs Dare and
Mrs Turner will return from their maternity leave in September. Mrs Henry continues her maternity
leave following the birth of Maeve in April. Mrs Shepherd (nee Miss Isaac) will return to 6S and not
6I following her marriage at Easter. We shall welcome Miss Noll to St Joseph’s in September. Miss
Noll will teach 2N.

Monday 9th September—
Monday 15th September
Meet the Teacher Sessions
School Hall
2.30pm

Wed 18th September
Reception Curriculum
Meeting
6.30pm

Fri 27th September
MacMillan Coffee Morning
School Hall
9.00am
All Welcome

Thank you for all of your support this year. We have had so much positive feedback and are grateful
for that. We also appreciate your constructive suggestions and will act on some of these next year.
I shall finish with a couple of quotes from our recent RE visit from the Diocese:
‘Pupils’ excellent behaviour is testament to the attitudes and ethos developed in daily life at school.
Leaders, Governors, staff and pupils all spoke to me about the ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ (WWJD)
mindset and the prompts are visible throughout the school.’
The school’s focus on ‘JOY’- ‘Jesus, Others, Yourself’ is an age appropriate and highly effective way
of helping the pupils of St Joseph’s understand how to live out their faith in daily life. The strong
relationship with the highly supportive Parish Priest is an additional bonus to the school’s work.’
Wishing you a safe and happy summer with your families.
Bernadette Matthews
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JOY
Jesus
Others
Yourself

Gold Award
We are extremely proud to announce that we have been awarded the Gold School
Games Mark for our provision for sport at St. Joseph's school. Having B and C sports
team matches, more in school inter-house events and our Change 4 Life club, as well as
the wide variety of clubs and events our children participate in, have contributed to our
success this year. This is a fantastic achievement and all the staff, pupils and parents
who have helped make this happen should be very proud of themselves.

Year 2 went to Sacred Heart during Sports Week for
multi-sports.

The summer holidays
can be a tough time
financially for families
who rely on free school
meals to feed their
children. If you are
fortunate enough to be able to do so, please
support our local food banks. There are
collection points in most local supermarkets.

Year 2 Enterprise
Year 2 raised over £1,000 for their Enterprise to raise money for PE equipment for the school. The children had a great time,
as did the parents, grandparents and carers who joined in.

ST JOSEPH’S BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

Volunteer Helpers’
Meeting
Wed 18th September
2.15pm
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We now offer a very successful Breakfast and After
School Club. Places are still available for September.
If you would like more information please visit
www.st-josephs-upminster.net/breakfast-and-afterschool-club/ or email finance@stjosephs.havering.sch.uk

Our Junior Sports Day was a great success. All
children had the opportunity to take part in a
wide variety of team events, and achieve
individual success in the flat races. Every child
earned points for their houses and those children
lucky enough to come first, second or third in
their races, received medals.
And the winning house was....St. Helens!
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Parent and Teacher Races at Sports Day

Great Fire of London Workshop
Year 2 had a fantastic 'Great Fire of London'
workshop. We had great fun getting dressed
up and finding out about what happened in
1666.

School Enterprise 2018/2019
Summer Reading Challenge
It would be great if we could get at least 100 children taking part in the summer
reading challenge (91 children took part last year). The children will have the
opportunity enjoy a wide range of books while keeping up with their reading over
the long break. Children who complete the challenge will receive a certificate in
the Autumn term. Year 6 children will have their certificates forwarded to them.
Happy reading.
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
chat/blog/hello-from-havering-libraries-and
-the-wombats

When you shop the easyfundraising
way with one of the 3,300 shops and
sites they will donate to our school for
every purchase.

Please visit https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stjospehscpsupminster/
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This years Enterprise has raised £6190.08
Many Thanks to all involved
Reception

£698.00

Year 1

£322.60

Year 2

£1026.80

Year 3

£777.85

Year 4

£1211.35

Year 5

£689.15

Year 6

£1464.33

Year 5 Stubbers Trip 2019
On Monday 1st July, Year 5 enjoyed a fun-filled, adventure-packed day at Stubbers!
First up was team challenge where we had to work together and support each other. We discovered that taking turns,
co-operating and listening to one another led to successfully completing the challenges and having lots of fun!
After a short break, we prepared for our bell-boating sessions and met our new water guides. Once we were all suited up, we
learnt how to paddle by playing a short game of ‘Pass the Paddle’. Hurrying over to the dock, we clambered into our bell boat
and set off for our journey. We paddled out in the lake where we enjoyed playing games and jumping in! Paddling back to
shore, we spotted a familiar face in the distance. To our surprise, Mrs Henry (Class 5FH’s teacher) was waiting for us with her
new born baby, Maeve.
Full of excitement, we rushed to greet our special visitors; we couldn’t wait for a cuddle with the newest member of the Year
5 family! We caught up with Mrs Henry over lunch and some of us even had the privilege of holding beautiful baby Maeve!
Our final activities were laser tag and raft building. Both were lots of
fun. We all enjoyed shooting and getting each other out in laser tag
and paddling and splashing about in the lake after building our rafts.
We all enjoyed this very special day - one of the best days in Year
5. We would like to thank Mrs Ayoub, Mrs Fagan and all the staff who
came with us - we will treasure this memory for the rest of our lives!

Ava, Bella, Ethan and Rhianna

Meet the Teacher Sessions
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Mon

9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
16th

Year 6 – Meet the Teacher Session (school Hall)
Year 2 – Meet the Teacher Session (school Hall)
Year 4 – Meet the Teacher Session (school Hall)
Year 1 – Meet the Teacher Session (school Hall)
Year 3 – Meet the Teacher Session (school Hall)
Year 5 – Meet the Teacher Session (school Hall)
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2:30pm
2.30pm
2.30pm
2.30pm
2.30pm
2.30pm

Havering Music School teachers are able to offer a range of musical instrument
tuition (violin, Clarinet, Flute, Cello, Brass) to Junior children from £7.00 per
week:
For further details including the cost of the tuition packages, please visit
http://www.haveringmusicschool.org.uk/
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Campion Mini- Olympics
On Friday 5th July, some Year 6 children took part in
the Campion Mini Olympics. St. Joseph’s represented Italy and took part in various track and field
events against other Catholic Schools.
It was a very hot day but the children did a great
job! After all of the events and the team relays, the
results were in…. St. Joseph’s girls came second and
the boys came joint third.

Walsingham House
On Thursday 4th July, Year 6 went to Walsingham House at
Abbotswick for a religious retreat. It was a special time for
the Year 6 children to reflect on their years at primary
school and look forward to the years ahead at secondary
school. It was a day full of prayer and discussions in small
groups. The children made the most of the vast grounds
on the estate to play football and games at lunchtime. The
day ended with quiet reflection and meditation which was
a welcome end to a very busy term!

Manor Adventure 2019
The poor weather forecast did not dampen spirits in the Year 6 classrooms
on Monday 10th June as they eagerly awaited the arrival of their coach to
take them to their residential to Manor Adventure in Shropshire. The
week was full of of exciting activities including kayaking, abseiling,
obstacle courses, swimming and fencing.
The children enjoyed their trip to the Long Mynd, in the heart of Carding
Mill Valley (even if it was rained off halfway to the top).
The week ended with the much anticipated disco where the children got
to show off some of their incredible dance moves! It was the perfect way
to end such a busy and happy week.
The children were a real pleasure to be with all week. They worked
together so well, looked after each other and laughed a lot. They arrived
home with lots of wet and muddy washing for their lucky parents!
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