DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
Christmas Mass Times

St Joseph’s is a joyful community which follows the
example of Jesus, helping, accepting and respecting
everyone, as we learn and grow together, safe in
His love.
Dear Parents,
A very big thank you to all staff who work so hard. I am very proud to be able to
say that staff at St Joseph's embrace my philosophy that the children must be at
the centre of every decision we make. They continue to treat all children in the
way that I would expect my children to be treated at school. I encourage the staff
to celebrate all of their successes and we are proud of what our school community
has achieved, despite some constraints including funding. The results of last
summer’s Key Stage Two assessments have now been formally published and you
may have seen that pupils did exceptionally well, achieving standards which are
‘significantly above’ the national average.

Christmas Eve:
6.00pm Family Mass*
8.00pm Carols
8.30pm Mass
Christmas Day:
10.00am Mass
St Stephen’s Day:
10.00am Mass
*Children are invited to attend the
family mass at 6pm on Christmas
Eve dressed in nativity related
costume.

Thank you so much for your cards, letters and emails which have been so
supportive and have really lifted the staff.
We ended the term with our Year 5 and 6 Christmas Celebration. As I said at the
end, the children made me so proud, showing respect and reverence. The deputy
mayor attended our Year 1 and 2 Nativity and we agreed with him that it was a
wonderful way to reflect on the Christmas Story. And of course, Early Years were
such stars after only one term in school.
Thank you for all that you do to work in partnership with us to achieve the best for
your children. We look forward to continued successes in the new year. The PFA
has had a very successful term and I would like to thank them for all their hard
work for our children.
I will finish with the words of one of the songs that was sung at the Year 5 and 6
Celebration. It sums up what we teach the children at St Joseph's:
Lift your banners high,
Work for justice and for peace.
Lift your banners high,
May our friendship never cease.
Lift your banners high,
We will sing in every land.
Lift your banners high,
For in Jesus name we stand.
With very best wishes for a happy and holy Christmas.
B.A. Matthews

Spring Term Begins
Monday 6th January

JOY
Jesus
Others
Yourself

The Inter-House School Run
On Wednesday 4th December, some children from years 3 and 4 took part in an inter-house run at Upminster Park. It was
very cold and windy but didn’t stop us from participating and having fun.
The races were split into two. One was a girls’ race and one was for the boys.
In the girls’ race, Ella from 4DS finished 3rd, 2nd was Niamh in 4B and Poppy from 4DS was the winner. For the boys’ race,
Thomas from 4B finished 3rd, 2nd was Hudson from 3DT and I came 1st.
It was the first time I’ve achieved this, I felt happy and like a different person.
Everyone put in a lot of effort and had great fun. A very well done to all those who took part in the race and a big thank you
to the Year 6 Sports Crew and teachers who helped organise the race.
By Sebastian, 4DS

Design a Bauble Competition
Well done to Betsy Peck for being selected as a finalist for the Liberty Shopping Centre, Romford ‘Deck the Malls’ competition to design a giant bauble. She was presented with a certificate and a prize when 2P attended the shopping centre on
Thursday 19th December. Shoppers were then treated to a few songs from our Christmas play.

2019 Nativity CDs
Photographic CDs for
year 1 & 2 and
year 5 & 6 will be on
sale at £3.00 each in
the new term.
Reception Year CDs
are available to purchase now.
Please order via
ParentPay.
All profits go to the
School

Year 6 Fun Day
On Friday 13th December, Year 6 held their annual Fun Day event. The whole school was invited to the
Fair.
Much fun was had, as each class visited exciting stalls, played games, bought books and toys. The raffle
was very popular and we had many lucky winners.
Overall, £1149.68 was raised. The money was used to purchase food vouchers for two of our Parishes
“Our Lady of Walsingham” and “St Margaret's and All Saints”.
It means many families will now be able to have a happy Christmas. A huge congratulations to Year 6 for
all their hard work before and on the day and many thanks to all the families who contributed towards
this event.

Christmas Tree Festival
Year 4 took part in the Christmas Tree Festival at Upminster Methodist Church
again this year. The theme this year was ‘Out of This World’. Preparations
involved making stars out of clay and then decorating them. On Friday 29 th
November, a few children went to the church to decorate the tree and then
on Monday 2nd December, all of Year 4 went to the church to sing carols.
It was a very special festive morning.

Christmas Carols with the Choir
The choir sang carols and chatted to residents
and staff at Meadowbank Care Home on
Monday 16th December.
The children sang beautifully and enjoyed
finding out about how the residents spent
Christmas when they were children. They
brought a lot of Christmas joy to the ladies
and gentlemen, who commented on what a
credit the choir were to St Joseph’s.

Thank You
A big thank you to all of
our PFA members and
volunteers who regularly
help in school.

During the holidays, please spare a thought for those
less fortunate. School holidays are always hard for
families who rely on free school meals to ensure their
children have a good meal each day. Most
supermarkets have a collection point for donations
and some online retailers also give customers an
opportunity to make a donation.
haroldhill.foodbank.org.uk donate food - gives a list of
urgently needed items and make collections from
Waitrose in Upminster. Thank you.

Our School Trip to Greenwich
On Wednesday 16th October, Year 4 got on a coach to go to the Greenwich
Maritime Museum. It took us an hour to get there.
First, we went to the Polar Exhibit. We met a man who was Irish and he told us
about his grandad , who was an explorer.
After that, we went to the Tudor exhibition where we found lots of spices and
herbs that explorers first discovered like cardamom and pepper.
Before lunch, we saw a toy boat that you could ride on over a huge world map
that covered the floor.
Later on, we headed over to
Nelson’s exhibit and saw lots of
clothes and belongings that were
his.
Before the coach arrived, we saw
one last thing – lots of cool jewels
and precious things.

We got to sit on the top deck of the
bus on the way home!
By Lola and Maisy 4B

