
Dear Parents, 

Thank You!     Thank You!      Thank You! 

I feel that we have so much to be grateful for and want to start by thanking you for all of your support since the return to 

school in September. It hasn’t been easy and I am grateful to you for trusting us whilst we have made adaptations to some of 

our earlier organisation. Changes at the start of the school day proved to be a challenge for many parents and we quickly    

reviewed the arrangements for seeing the infant children into school. They are now very comfortable with their entry to 

school. Collection arrangements have been working quite well and parents understand the need to ‘collect and go’.  

Children from Year 1 to 6 are now eating lunch in the hall rather than in their classrooms. It has been wonderful to welcome 

children back into breakfast and after school clubs and also to see more children involved in our extra-curricular clubs again.  

The plan is that more clubs will be offered in the near future.  Zoom assemblies continue and I have now started to lead face 

to face assemblies for two or three year groups at a time in the hall.  We hope that year groups will start attending Mass in 

church after half term.  

We have continued to be cautious whilst moving towards ‘normality’.  As with everything that we do, we consider the activity 

carefully and risk assess it, particularly taking into account the guidance we have on ventilation requirements. Some children 

tell me that they are missing the lockdown arrangements in school, particularly the fact that they had the whole playground 

for their year group!  

Thank you for an excellent response to the recent parent survey - we had 328 replies. I realise that some of our new parents 

found it hard to answer some of the questions but I wanted to have an idea of your views at the beginning of the year so that 

we can work from there. I shall be sharing all of the responses with our school leadership team and governors.  The area that 

we have looked at immediately is ‘I receive valuable information from the school about my child’s progress’. At parent         

consultations this week, you will hear about how your child is achieving and the targets that teachers have set to help the chil-

dren to make further progress.  

Thank you to Father Michael for offering Mass for our school community at the beginning of September.  We were also       

delighted to welcome Father into school and look forward to seeing him here and in church. He is keen to get into classes and 

talk to the children and is very supportive of us attending Masses and visiting the church to learn.  

We have our PFA AGM on Monday at 6.30pm. As this is via Zoom and therefore means that you can attend from home, we 

are hoping for a greater attendance than usual.  Do not feel that you have to be on the committee.  Just attending to show 

your support for the PFA and offering to help with one event would be marvellous.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any issues that you wish to discuss.  

Yours sincerely, 

Bernadette Matthews 
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 St Joseph’s is a joyful community which      

follows the example of Jesus, helping,         

accepting and respecting everyone, as we 

learn and grow together, safe in His love. 

JOY 
Jesus  

Others 

Yourself 



 

 

Laudato Si’- Go Green Day 

 
From Wednesday 1st September, to the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on Monday 4th October, the Church 
has been in the “Season of Creation”. This is an initiative from Pope Francis following his Encyclical 
Letter to the World, 'Laudato Si’, in 2015, where he urged us to, “Listen to the cry of the earth, and the 
cry of the poor.” 
  
To mark the end of the "Season of Creation" in school, we had a day with a special focus on care for 
God’s creation, and for the poorest people in the world. Money that was raised will be donated to 
CAFOD’s ‘Go Green’ initiative this Harvest.  
 
Children took part in a special assembly and explored in their classes of what it means to take care of 
God's creation, our common world.  
 
The messages from Pope Francis’ letter will continue to be a focus at St. Joseph’s this academic year. 
Our liturgical leaders across the school will discuss ways that, as a community, we can  help the poorest 
people in the world. 



 

Year 1 and 2 Mini Football Competition 



 

Year 3 Maths 

 

In Year 3 we have been using manipulatives in maths to help us understand  

column addition. 

We use place value       

counters and place value 

cards. 

We also use Base 
10. 

This practical work has helped us gain a deeper understanding of what happens when we 

exchange in addition and subtraction. 



 

2P had a fantastic time at  

Rainham Marshes! 

We played The Seed Game. We became colour detectives and 
searched for colours in nature. 

We made perfume using leaves and 
petals. 

We went for a long walk to get to the 
ponds. 

We did pond dipping.  It was the 
best part of the day! We looked at the creatures we found in 

the ponds. 



 

 

Year 4  

Year 4 have been playing Tag Rugby in PE 
this half-term. They have been taking part 
in inter-house tournaments, using the skills 
that they have learnt in their sessions.  

Puppy Alert 

 
Meet Nellie who is 
a CockerPoo and 
will be joining Miss 
Marsh and her 
family over half 
term.  But keep it a 
surprise as her     
children don’t 
know yet!!  

 

What a surprise! 

On the last Sunday of October the clocks 'fall 

back': they go back by one hour. ... It also 

means an extra hour in bed.  

 



 

 

School Awards 2021-2022 

 

 

 

Class Ambassador  

1D - Imogen F 

1S – Felicity C 

2P - Joseph O’D 

2N –Ethan H 

3DT –Libby H 

3R –Elsa 

4B -Rosie 

4DS - Mantas R 

5FH—Ethan C 

5A - Jack 

6B –Dexter C 

6S –Alex B 

School Council  

2P –Daniel L 

2N –Oliver G 

3DT - Lorenzo 

3R –Florence 

4B –Thomas B 

4DS –Ruari O 

5FH –Emily R-O 

5A –Joseph 

6B –Chizu and Tamsin 

6S –Isabelle and William   

House Captains 

St Edward St Helen St Paul St Anne 

Sofia K   

and        

Hari G 

Molly P 

and       

Joshua O 

Sebastian 

W and  

Millie B 

Thomas T 

and        

Lainey P 

House Representatives 

 St Edward St Helen St Paul St Anne 

2P Gabriella O  Oscar H Tom O Abby Q 

2N Joshua G Eva K Sadie B Ernest D 

3DT Alice F Jacob G Lena A Elizabeth M 

3R Annie Annabelle Suzie Hayden 

4B Sophie Zara Myah Jessica 

4DS Oliver Edward Arthur Penelope 

5F Chloe C Siobhan E Katie C Lucia  

5A Bethany Jonny Ruby Hudson 



 

Year 6 Sports Captains  

St  Annes 

Lainey P 

And  

Thomas T 

St  Edwards 

 

Sofia K  

And  

Hari G 

St Helens 

Molly P 

And  

Joshua O 

St Pauls 

Sebastian W 

And  

Milly B 



 

Havering Libraries  

National Poetry Day Competition. 

 

Write a poem for National Poetry Day on the theme of ‘Choice’ 

Put your name, age and library card number on your entry and drop it 
into a library or email it to haveringlibrariescompeti-

tions@havering.gov.uk 

Closing date 13th November 2021. 

Winners will receive book prizes and their poems will be displayed in 
all libraries. 
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Reading for Pleasure 
 

 

Opening a book for the very first time is a magical experience and one that every child should 
have the opportunity of doing. Reading is a gateway to endless adventures and pushes the   
limits of our imagination; there is nowhere we can’t travel to. There are new worlds to           
discover, new people to meet and new learning to behold. Books offer an escape.  Being        
between the pages of a book is a great place to be.  Reading has the power and potential to 
transform lives. 
  

     The Reading Agency reports that ‘reading for pleasure is more important for children's          
cognitive development than their parents’ level of education and is a more powerful factor in 
life achievement than     socio-economic background.’  

  
      Reading for pleasure has been associated not only with increases in reading attainment but   

also with writing ability, text comprehension, grammar, breadth of vocabulary, attitudes,       
self-confidence as a reader, pleasure in reading in later life, general knowledge, a better         
understanding of other cultures, community participation, a greater insight into human           
nature and decision-making.  (Clark & Rumbold, 2006; Howard, 2011) 

  
      Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, reading    

enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011). 

Please check out the following websites for recommended read. There are also some staff          
recommendations on our school website under the Curriculum and English tab. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/ 

https://www.bagsofbooklists.com/ 
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