
 

 

Dear Parents, 

In last year’s Christmas newsletter, I wrote the following: 

‘Staff would like to join me in expressing our gratitude for your understanding at this time. I believe that you need to be ‘in it’ 

to really understand.’ 

I would like to thank the staff for all of their hard work, positivity and commitment this term. It was acknowledged in an email 

to me from a parent that at no point were staff aware when they chose to work in a school that they would be putting     

themselves and their loved ones in the way of a global pandemic.  

Today we say goodbye to Mr Daley who has been the deputy headteacher at St Joseph’s for four years and one term. We 

thank him for all that he has contributed to our school and wish him every success as headteacher of St Helen’s Junior School 

in Brentwood. He will be missed.  For the next two terms, our senior leadership team will be me, Mrs Durell and Ms Wilson.   

We are also saying goodbye today to Ms Garcia who has worked at St Joseph’s as a teaching assistant, supporting several   

children. We thank her for her commitment to this role and wish her happiness in her new ventures.  

We hope that we can return to face to face teaching in school after the Christmas break but signs are not good at the          

moment. The current projections show that by the beginning of January, the number of positive cases could be much higher 

than the current levels, which could impact on the availability of staff in the New Year. It may be necessary to consider the 

introduction of further infection prevention control measures such as increased frequency of LFD testing, promoting social 

distancing to reduce crowding, limiting visits, and reintroducing ‘bubbles’.  If we do have to move to remote learning for     

individual classes, year groups, or the whole school, we would retain an in-school provision for vulnerable children and        

children of critical workers. 

We shall communicate with you as soon as we can, following any government announcements or local decisions.  Please bear 

in mind that we do not have advance notice and will hear any news at the same time as you. I want staff to have a good rest 

over the holidays and, whilst teachers have planned for their first week back in school, these plans may need to be adapted if 

there is a requirement for home learning.  

I hope that, in spite of the concerns and challenges that we are currently faced with, you are able to have a peaceful and safe 

Christmas.  

 

With very best wishes,   

 

Bernadette Matthews 
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 St Joseph’s is a joyful community which      

follows the example of Jesus, helping,         

accepting and respecting everyone, as we 

learn and grow together, safe in His love. 

JOY 
Jesus  

Others 

Yourself 



 

 

Badminton Festival 

 

On Thursday 2nd December Faith, Somto,    

Maggie, Antonia, Niall, Junior and me 

(Rose) went to a badminton day at       

Hornchurch Sports Centre, there were a lot 

of schools taking part. 

We took part in lots of different activities 

and we rotated around them.  We learnt 

new skills and had so much fun. 

Rose 6B 

 

Sports News 

Ten Pin Bowling Competition  

 

Four of our children were lucky enough to take part in a ten 

pin bowling competition at Rollerbowl, Collier Row.   

They played against twelve schools and all played very well.   

The children came second and each received a silver  medal, 

and the school won a trophy.   

We all had a great time. 



 

Sports News 

Girls’ and Boys’ Football 

Congratulations to our girls' and boys' football teams for qualifying for 
the next round of the league. The girls came top of their group,          
winning three matches and drawing one while the boys came second, 
winning two, drawing one and losing one. Good luck for the next round!  
 

Primary Panathlon Competition  

 

 

 

5A 

Deborah O 

Scarlett J 

 

5FH 

Lucia 

Oliver 

6S  

Nena 

Jack R 

Harry S 

6B  

Tamsin 

Harry H 



 

Year 4 Ecobricks 

Year 4 took part in an Eco workshop provided by Mr Dennis from Emerson Park Academy.  The children 

learnt how to make an ecobrick using recycled plastics.  An ecobrick is a plastic bottle packed tightly with 

used plastic to make a reusable building block. They are used in developing countries to construct           

furniture and even buildings, and they're also used in the UK to build children's playgrounds.  The bottles 

had to reach a certain weight for them to be strong enough to be an ecobrick.  The children had lots of fun 

packing the plastics into the bottles.   



 

Christmas Tree Festival 

Year 4 took part in the Christmas Tree Festival at Upminster Methodist Church.  They made their own            

decorations reusing old CDs.  Their tree was called ‘Rockin Around The Christmas Tree’.  Four children           

decorated the tree and then all of Year 4 visited the church the following week.  They were so excited to be on 

a school trip!  Year 4 enjoyed looking at all of the trees and had fun spotting different items around the church.  

To finish, they shared the story of the nativity.   

It was a very special time together. 



 

On Able Writers' Day, me (Alex from 4DC), Joseph from 4B, Elizabeth from 3DT and Frank from 3R went to         

Brentwood Prep. to meet an author called Karl Nova who is a Hip-Hop artist, author and poet.  

We learnt about a type of poem called a Haiku, which is a poem that has three lines and on the first line it has 5    

syllables, the second 7 syllables and the last line 5 again.  

After, we were told to write an acrostic poem based on the word 'imagination', but 

every line couldn't be one word, the lines all had to actually be about imagination. 

Then, we were asked to read our poems to all of the other schools, including    

Brentwood Prep. school.  

Karl taught us about idioms which are like metaphors except they are a bit easier to 

understand! An example is 'it's raining cats and dogs!' which means it is raining 

heavily.'   

Alexander H (4DC)  

Bláthnaid from 5A taking part in 
the SER   Oireachtas Irish Dancing              
Competition . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to have raised £460.00 for The Royal 

British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Thank you to those who donated. 



 

 

 

 

The children of St. Anne's house organised a collection  for the S.M.I.L.E Christmas Box Appeal.  They 

made posters to advertise the appeal, and then waited for the boxes to arrive.  They were delighted 

when they came to count the boxes...all 152 of them!  The class house representatives proudly took 

30 boxes to the collection point at Upminster Library, while the rest of the boxes were collected by the 

grateful volunteers from S.M.I.L.E. A massive thank you to our families and staff for bringing a smile to 

the faces of  152 people this Christmas.  

St Joseph’s Charity Work  

We have had a busy time raising money for some very special charities 

The children enjoyed an exciting morning of 

games and Christmas fun over Zoom with the 

Year 6 pupils. We are so proud of the effort the 

children from 6S and 6B put into their activities 

and the talent that was on show for the younger 

pupils.  We raised a fantastic £967.00 

All proceeds will be donated to support families 

in the parishes of St Margaret's and All Saints 

and Our Lady of Walsingham  to buy food and 

other essentials. 

Our very popular Christmas Jumper day raised 

£300.00 which will be donated to St Francis        

Hospice.  Thank you for all the donations.  



 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Odd Socks Day 2021! It was a brilliant way to begin our Anti-Bullying 

Week. Such a wonderful variety of vibrant socks! The theme for this year was ‘One Kind Word’. Children in all Key 

Stages enjoyed a range of activities from role play to poster making, circle time to storytelling.  

Our display created by Year 5 can be clearly seen in the Junior playground and we hope it continues to promote this 

initiative of sharing kind words to all.  

Anti-Bullying Week 2021 



 

Year 5 

Year 5 children have enjoyed a range of sporting activities this term. Tag rugby and badminton have 

been real highlights! The children have also thoroughly enjoyed their swimming lessons at Harrow 

Lodge Leisure Centre where they have been developing their technique and learning life saving 

skills.  

 

In English we have been reading The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling and The Dark 

by Lemony Snicket. The children enjoyed both texts and produced some excellent 

writing based on them. 



Christmas at St Joseph’s 



 

Erin in 5FH is one of the finalists in The 

Liberty Shopping Centre Bauble      

Competition.  Erin and a few of her 

friends joined Mrs Matthews and Mrs 

Willson for a Hot Chocolate and   

Doughnut. 

The Liberty Shopping Centre Bauble Competition  

School bauble Competition  

 

The winners of our own Christmas Bauble Competition are  

 
Infant Winners 

 

RW  - Finley O 

RD—Hudson H 

1S—Henry C 

1D—Lily B 

2P—Ollie P 

2N Emmy E 

Junior Winners  

3DT—Catherine G 

3R—Lissy B 

4B—Ben B 

4DC—Ava P 

5FH—Lizzie R 

5A—Jonny B 

6B—Harry H 

6S—Lola C-K 



 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ QUESTIONS  

 

A fun quiz for all the family to enjoy 

 

1. How many of Santa’s Reindeers begin with the letter ‘D’?  

2. How many days are there in between Boxing Day and New Year’s Day?  

3. In which book/film is it ‘always winter but never Christmas’?  

4. In the movie Frozen, what does Elsa produce every time she sneezes?  

5. How many times does the number 1 appear on an advent calendar?  

6. What is a baby reindeer called?  

7. How many ghosts is Scrooge visited by in a Christmas Carol?  

8. Which Christmas movie character lives on Mount Crumpet?  

9. In the 12 Days of Christmas song, how many drummers are drumming?  

10. Who sings the song ‘All I Want for Christmas is You’?  

11. What is missing from this famous Christmas song: ‘Ding Dong ……. On High’?  

12. What colour are mistletoe berries?  

13. Which famous Christmas song mentions ‘figgy pudding’?  

14. What type of pizza does Kevin order in Home Alone?  

15. How many items of jewellery are mentioned in the 12 Days of Christmas song?  

16. Which famous Christmas song features the lyrics ‘You better watch out, you better not cry’.  

17. Gaspar, Balthasar and Melchior are the names of which famous men?  

18. Which of Santa’s reindeer comes first when placed in alphabetical order?  

19. How many points does a snowflake have?  

20. What is the name given to cocktail sausages wrapped in bacon, traditionally eaten with 

your Christmas dinner?  

 



 

 

 

 

To everyone at St. Joseph's school,  
 
I just wanted to say a goodbye and huge thank you to everyone who is part of the very special St.        
Joseph's community. Although I am looking forward to my new job, I really will miss everyone at the 
school dearly. I have been overwhelmed by all of the messages of support and congratulations I have 
been given from everyone at St. Joe's. Although I have only worked here for a relatively short time, from 
the moment I started to work at the school it already felt as though I had worked here for years because 
everyone made me feel so welcome. St. Joseph's is a wonderful school and the children are just         
amazing! It will always hold a special place in my heart and I hope I can come back and visit you all very 
soon. I look forward to hearing about all of the great things that I know the school and its pupils will 
achieve in the future.  
 
All the very best.  
Mr Daley  


